
Verona Area School District 851 

 

ADVERTISING INVOLVING THE SCHOOLS 

 

The School Board authorizes the acceptance of paid advertisements that promote products, services, 

activities or programs provided the advertisements meet District criteria and are approved in line with 

this policy. The intent of the District is to minimize the impact of commercialism on students while 

maximizing outside revenue in support of the District’s mission and school operations. This policy is 

intended solely to allow paid advertising and expressly does not create a public forum for public 

expression. 

 

A “paid advertisement” is defined as the payment of money or other economic benefit to the District  

for promoting the sale of any product, service, activity or program in the school and/or community by the 

District’s placing of a sign, display, logo, etc. on District property, placing a written message in a District 

publication or program, school yearbook, social media or on the District’s website, or making an 

announcement at a District/school event. 

 

Paid advertisements shall be limited to areas and activities that are primarily public venues. 

Advertisements may be allowed on athletic facilities, gymnasiums, event programs, school publications 

or other venues which are directed to members of the public. Advertisements shall not be directed at 

student learning environments. 

  

A paid advertisement may not be accepted or used if it undermines the District’s efforts to provide an 

exceptional education program or if it compromises the reputation or mission of the District.  

 

The District prohibits paid advertisements that: 

 

1. Promote or contain references to alcohol, tobacco, illegal drugs or drug paraphernalia, or 

gambling. This does not prohibit advertising or promotion by or on behalf of enterprises (e.g., 

grocery stores, restaurants or bowling alleys) which sell alcohol or tobacco products as an 

ancillary part of a business. 

2. Contain libelous material or false, misleading or deceptive claims. 

3. Create a conflict with existing District policies.  

4. Promote obscene or sexually explicit slogans or products.  

5. Promote the engagement in illegal activity. 

6. Appear to exploit or demean a person based upon, among other things, the person’s protected 

status. 

7. Create an endorsement of a political cause, activity, candidate for political office or a political 

position.  

 

No paid advertisement shall be constructed as an endorsement by the District of any product, service, 

activity or program in the community. The District reserves the right to reject any paid advertisement for 

any reason. 

 

All paid advertisements accepted by the District shall be approved by the District Administrator or 

other appropriate administrative staff member designated by the District Administrator. If the District 

Administrator or his/her designee determines that a paid advertisement request should be reviewed by 

the Board, the Board will need to approve the paid advertisement request before it will be accepted by 

the District.   

 

 



 

LEGAL REF.: Sections 118.001      Wisconsin Statutes 

  118.12 

  120.13 

 

CROSS REF.: 110, District Mission, Actions and Outcomes 

 811, District Image Management 

 821.1, Use of Social Media 

 824, Advocating a Referendum Position 

 840, Public Gifts to the Schools  

850, Sales and Solicitations Involving the Schools (School Fundraising) 

852, Public Distribution of Non-School-Sponsored Handbills and other Printed 

Materials 

852.1, Distribution of Materials to Students Through the Schools 

 

APPROVED: December 18, 2017 

 


